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where lie saw some lame, sick, and mateless birds
and some tiny orphan mice. " A venerable Old
Man with a white beard/' he says, was " keep-
ing them in a box amongst Cotton/' and tend-
ing them diligently, " with his spectacles on his
nose, giving them milk to eat with a bird's
feather, because they were so little that as yet
they could eat nothing else; and, as he told us,
he intended when they were grown up to let
them go free whither they pleased."

Delia Valle next enters upon a dissertation on
caste and morality among the Hindus. He
asserts that there were eighty-four sects or par-
ties of men in India " known and distinguished
by descent or pedigree." They never, he says,
rise or fall, or change their condition. A Banian
(or Factor) is always a factor; a Rajput (or Sol-
dier) is always a soldier. In connection with
caste he mentions a curious drinking custom
designed to avoid contamination.Various people
were enabled to drink from the same vessel on a
journey by holding it high above the mouth
and gulping down the stream of liquid that
was poured out above, without even touching
the vessel with their lips. Delia Valle's testi-
mony to the morality of the Hindus at this
period is glowing, and contrasts with that of
other writers.* Adultery, fornication, and un-
natural offences were, he tells us, considered
great crimes. Adultery in the other party was

* e.g. M&urs des Peuples de Flnde (Dubois),
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